Year One Newsletter – Term 2 2016
Dear Parents,
Welcome back for Term Two. Please find below the topics we will be covering this
term across all learning areas.

Religious Education
-

Lots of Learning - Bible

-

Wonderful World - Prayer

-

We Make Choices - Penance

English
Writing
This term we will be looking at narrative writing. We will be reading examples of this
genre as a class and children will be writing their own narratives. Children will
continue writing recounts and exploring other writing genres.
Grammar
In grammar this term we will explore differences in words that represent actions
(verbs) this will include saying verbs and adverbs. The students will also explore
plurals and describing words. We will apply our new knowledge to our writing by
using nouns, verbs, adverbs to enhance our sentence writing. We will continue to
work on sentences structure and correct use of full stops and capital letters.
Spelling
This term in spelling we will continue to follow the Sound Waves Spelling Program.
If your child asks for help spelling a word, encourage them to sound it out before
giving them the correct spelling. Children should be able to identify all the sounds in
a word.

Mathematics (Number) – Miss Aleana Brennan
This term in Maths we will be focusing on:
-

Place value
Children will be identifying the number of tens and ones in a given two-digit
number.
Children will be writing numbers in extended notation (25= 20+5)

-

Addition and Subtraction
Children will be practicing horizontal and vertical addition sums
Children will be exploring different counting strategies to solve simple addition
and subtraction sums
We will be looking at addition and subtraction stories and addition and
subtraction language

-

Odd and even numbers

-

Greater and less than

-

Problem Solving skills

Mathematics (Geometry) – Mrs Sharon O’Halloran
In mathematics this term will exploring Shape. We will learn to recognised and
classify familiar two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects using obvious
features. There will be a strong focus on the language we use to describe shapes
including edges, sides and corners. We will also explore location and transformation
by giving and following directions to familiar locations. We will have great fun
creating maps with directions for our friends to follow.

Physical Education – Ms Jodi Newton
Children will have Physical Education each Tuesday with Ms Jodi Newton.
This term children will be participating in the Edu-dance program. Edu-Dance is a
creative hip-hop dance program designed for primary school students. Year One’s
dance session will be from 2.15pm-2.45pm every Monday. On June 1st at 9am there
will be a whole school dance concert where each class will perform a dance.
Children will need to wear the sports uniform on a Monday, Tuesday and Friday
throughout Term Two.

History – Miss Aleana Brennan
This term in History we will be continuing to look at past and present family life.
Children will be exploring:
-

Differences in family structures and roles today and how these have changed
or remained the same over time.

-

Differences and similarities between students’ daily lives and life during their
parents’ and grandparents’ childhoods.

-

Describing the sequence of time.

Library – Mrs Alison Wilmot
This term children will continue to swap their library books on a Wednesday. Please
ensure your child remembers their book and library bag.

Science – Mrs Sharon O’Halloran
In science this term we will be conducting a unit of work called – Spot the difference
which covers natural and processed materials. In the Spot the difference unit
students investigate how materials can physically change due to different
processes, such as heating and cooling. This provides a basis for understanding how
some human activities can affect the properties and use of certain materials. This
understanding enables students to develop the knowledge, skills and values for
making decisions about how their activities might impact on the environment
around them.

Health – Mrs Sharon O’Halloran
In light of the resent events which have been in media we feel that it is important to
discuss the stranger danger message and conduct a trusted hand activity whereby
children list their trusted people in their lives on each finger. We will continue to
guide the children in learning how their can support a safe classroom, including
moving around safely in the classroom and the playground, sharing appropriately
and following class rules. We will also be exploring what makes a good friend and
describe ways to include others to make them feel that they belong.

Resilience Skills – Miss Aleana Brennan
This term we will be developing resilience skills following the Bounce-back Bear
Program. Bounce-back Bear uses some clever tricks (skills) to help him ‘bounce
back’ and feel good again. A parent workshop on building resilience following the
Bounce-back Bear program is scheduled for June 9th at 7pm.

Art – Mrs Nancy Cassian
This term I will be introducing the children to the Surrealist art movement. We will
begin by joining the rest of the school in the Surrealist Eye Project, where each child
will design an eye with a ‘dream’ image inside. Next, by looking at the work of
Salvador Dali, the students will create Dali-like birds, with exaggerated features.
Finally, we will experiment with collage as we design Alice in Wonderland’s garden,
with a surreal twist.

Literacy – Every Wednesday with Ms Jenny Connelly
Throughout Term Two, I will continue to work with all children on Wednesday
morning. We will be working together to complete a variety of interesting and
challenging Literacy activities.
The children will be encouraged to write sentences using correct punctuation,
including capital letters to start a sentence and full stops to finish a sentence. An
emphasis will be placed on descriptive language using adjectives and adverbs. Oral
language brainstorms will be used at the beginning of each activity allowing each
child to voice their creative ideas. Correct pencil grip will be focused on to ensure
that the children’s letter formation is accurate.

Homework – Miss Aleana Brennan
Homework will be handed out on a Monday and due back the following Monday,
this will allow children to have the weekend to complete homework. Please ensure
all homework is completed using a lead pencil.
Homework this term will consist of the following:

Home Readers
Children need to complete their home reader each night and have their reading
log signed.

Picture book comprehension
Children will be given a picture book with an accompanying comprehension card
each week. Books can be held for longer than a week if you need more time. Read
the book two or three times until your child is comfortable with the content before
asking the questions outlined on the question card. Criteria for appropriate
responses are outlined. Tips can be found at the base of the card if your child is
having difficulties answering the question appropriately.

Sight Words
Children will be given 10 sight words each week. These need to be practiced daily.
Children should be able to read these words fluently and immediately - no sounding
out. Children will be tested fortnightly on their sight words. If they can read the words
without sounding them out they earn a sticker for their star.
Children will continue with their Term One sight words folder and ring for Week 2 and
3, then begin a new ring and folder as we move into the second hundred Fry Sight
Words.

Picture Book Reading
This term children will have the opportunity to read their favourite picture book to the
class. This aims to develop oral language and public speaking skills, while also
supporting our narrative writing focus this term.
Beginning Friday 20th Mary, five children will read their favourite book to the class
and then answer questions about the story. Please help your child select a story that
they are comfortable and familiar with. The roster is glued in the front of each child’s
homework book.
After children have read their story to the class we will be discussing:
• Characters in the story
• The problem in the story
• Characters feelings
• How the problem was solved

Spelling
Children will be given 10 spelling words each week. Six of these words will reflect our
spelling focus for that week and four words will be sight words taken from the Oxford
100 list. Each night children need to complete a look, say, cover, write, check and
put two of their spelling words into sentences. If they can put more than one spelling
word into a sentence that’s great! Children will be tested on their spelling words on a
Monday morning.
Children in Year One should be spending no more than 15 minutes on homework
each evening. If your child is spending more than 15 minutes on homework, please
stop. It is not a problem if your child is unable to complete all their homework,
however, a short note from you explaining this would be appreciated.

Parent Helpers
Parent assistance with morning reading groups Monday-Thursday from 9.00am9.30am would be greatly appreciated. A roster is posted at the back of the
classroom.

Dates for your diary
Mother’s Day Mass – 9am

4th May

Year One Prayer Assembly

27th May

Catholic Day (pupil free day)

3rd June

Western Australia Day

6th June

Bounce-back Bear Parent Info Session 7pm

9th June

Busy Bee 8am-12pm

11th June

School Disco

17th June

Reports go home

29th June

Edu-Dance Concert 9am

1st July

Last day of term

1st July

We look forward to another great term with you and your children.

Kind regards
Aleana Brennan and Sharon O’Halloran

